
Welcome to St Joseph’s and St John the Baptist! We are a vibrant and welcoming  

Catholic community in Brighton, with a vision to form disciples of Jesus Christ,  

to love others, and to serve our city.  

Everyone is welcome, and there are many ways you can get involved!  

See our website www.eastbrightoncatholic.org.uk for more opportunities. 

First Sunday of Advent (A) 30th November 2025 
Psalter week 1 

Loving Jesus, living and sharing our Faith, welcoming all. 

www.eastbrightoncatholic.org.uk 

 P A R T  O F  T H E  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H  O F  B R I G H T O N  &  H O V E  

      Message from Fr Gabriel 

Advent, the season of preparation for the coming of Christ and the  

expectant waiting that comes with it, is upon us. This week our  

readings draw our attention to the second coming of Christ. For us, 

with our busy lives and our gaze fixed on the here and now, this can 

seem so far off that we don’t give it much thought. The monastic  

tradition of keeping ‘death daily before our eyes’ is one way to get us 

to take the long view and to remind us that we need to think big picture. Advent is another.   

Isaiah, points out that from ‘Sion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from  

Jerusalem. He shall judge between nations..’ etc. This person, the law, the word, is Christ,  

and in response to his coming, in preparation for it, we are encouraged to ‘walk in the light  

of the Lord’. This as the letter to the Romans puts it is done by ‘cast[ing] off the works of  

darkness and put[ing] on the armour of light.’  
 

Jesus in the Gospel points out that we don’t know the day your Lord is coming so we need to 

be ready. A question I ask myself at the start of Advent is:  ‘if Christ came today would I be 

happy to see him, or would I have wished for a few days to get everything in order?’  

If the latter, I strive to remedy those areas of my life that I wouldn’t want Christ to see in their 

current state. Maybe this question can help you too enter into this season of Advent.  

Christmas Party - Save the Date!  
Our Parish Christmas Party is on Thursday 18th December at 7pm 

at the Fitzherbert Community Hub. Please bring a plate of finger food to share 

(savoury if possible) and your dancing shoes…  DJ David Miller will bring the music! 

We look forward to seeing you there!  

Parish Foodbank – Donations Needed - Thank you for your support! 
The foodbank is open Mondays, 10:30–11:30am at the SJB presbytery (front office). Please bring donations to  

Sunday Mass: Eggs, fresh fruit & veg, tins, dry goods, strong bags. Please remember! We can’t store refrigerated 

food—please don’t bring anything that needs a fridge! To donate to the Foodbank Fund, click here.   

ALPHA ONLINE - Continuing this Thursday at 7:30pm.  
Alpha is an open space to explore faith through film, conversation, and community.  

Why not invite a friend?  For more information and to join contact alpha@eastbrightoncatholic.org.uk.  

Advent Retreat Day at SJB Church: Saturday 6th December, 10.10 to 3pm. 

Before you get too immersed in preparations for Christmas, we invite you to spend some time in  

prayer and reflection, preparing to welcome Christ more fully into your lives.  
 

We are now taking bookings via monksinthecity@worth.org.uk or leave a voicemail on 07444 802368. 

  

Adoration, Reflection , Music and our Advent Reconciliation service  
St Josephs - Friday 12th December - 6:45-7:45. Everyone is very welcome!  

Benefact Movement for Good: Please Nominate Us Before 15 December 
Nominations are now open for the 2025 £1,000 charity draws, and our Parish Foodbank is eligible. 

It only takes a moment to nominate us, and it really boosts our chances and please share if possi-

bles.Click here to go straight to the nominations page Anyone can nominate (one per person), 

and once submitted, we’ll be included in all the 2025 draws. Thank you! 

Second Collection for the Flower Fund – Sunday 7 December 
We will be holding a second collection on Sunday 7 December to support our Parish 

Flower Fund, helping us provide beautiful flowers in our churches throughout Advent and 

Christmas. If you’re not able to donate on the day, you can also give throughout the 

month of December using the  Dona machine at the back of church. or online here 

Thank you for your generosity and for helping us keep our churches looking welcoming 

and festive. 

The Parish office will be closed on 5 Dec. Please send any newsletter items to the office by Wed 3 Dec. Thank you.  

NJPN and Pax Christi Christ Among the Ruins: Finding Light in Gaza’s Darkness. 

Monday - 1st December at 7.30pm ONLINE  
You are invited to a conversation of faith, witness and action as we gather to seek Christ’s light among the ruins.  

Participants will reflect on how the Church understands and responds to this unfolding tragedy: where we find Christ in 

the midst of devastation, and how we can bear faithful witness to peace, justice and compassion in a world so deeply  

divided. We will listen to diverse voices - including perspectives from Activists both Christian and Jewish  -  

Peace Advocates and Church Leaders. We will also  consider practical steps for advocacy, including how to engage  

elected representatives and support those most affected by the conflict.  Please register HERE 

Mark Bassey’s Jazz Jamboree Orchestra -  FCH Fundraiser 
 

SUNDAY 14th December - performance 2.00 - 4.00 at the Fitzherbert Community Hub  

Join us for our fundraiser - all proceeds to the FCH.  
 

Suggested donation £10 (pay on door) or £5 student / unwaged etc 

Missio Red Boxes – Please Return 

If you have a Missio Red Box, please bring it along to church on one of the next two Sundays. We need to bank any 

money collected before Christmas so that it can be included in this year’s total. Thank you for your support.  

Our New Parish Hub  
We are still awaiting final confirmation of the demolition date, but expect work to begin soon. We will share more 

details as soon as they are confirmed. A fuller project update is available online here,  and  a few printed copies are 

available in the back of the churches.  
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We have a vibrant Student/Young Adults group in the parish called Deep Waters that gets together on  

Wednesday evenings 6:45pm next door in the basement of 6 Wellington Road. We share a meal, listen to a talk, 

have a time of prayer and then a social with drinks. On Sundays after the 11am Mass we also share lunch, and 

have some input, usually a personal faith story. This also takes place in 6 Wellington Rd. If you come to the back 

of church after Mass someone will find you and show you were to come!  

For more info you can join our WhatsApp chat - for details email Claire on claireosullivan@brighton.ac.uk.  

Or follow our Instagram @brightonsussexcatholic. We look forward to meeting you! 

YOUNG ADULTS/STUDENTS 

Mothers Prayers We are a group of mothers meeting on Monday’s at 5pm on zoom. For info contact the parish office. 
 

Tuesday Evenings Join us online at 7:30 on https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84005968178   
 

Praise and Worship Group TUESDAY evenings, 7-8pm. 6 Wellington Rd- all welcome! Contact 07833 614205  

 

Wednesday Evening Perpetual Novena and Divine Mercy Chaplet Every Wednesday at 4:00pm at SJB Church  
(if Church is closed - please ring the doorbell to the Presbytery) 
 

Thursday Morning Group  meets on the 2nd and the last Thursdays of each month at 10:15 - in person in the parish 
meeting room at St Joseph's, and also accessible online.  

 

Padre Pio Group  Join us at 6:30pm, Thursday evenings at St Joseph’s for Rosary & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Catenians - a monthly meeting of Catholic men at The Hove Club. For more info see https://cateniansprovince18.org.uk 

 GROUPS / MEETINGS 

Parents & Toddlers We meet at St Joseph's (side door entrance) on alternate Monday mornings from 10 am to 12 pm 
Monday 1 December , join us for fellowship, tea and coffee, play-time and an opportunity for  
adoration with or without children in the church.  All welcome. Email Julia to join the WhatsApp group.  

CHILDREN & FAMILIES  

 

 
 

 

MIDDAY STILLNESS –  An hour of music, prayer and 

reflection. Every Friday, 12 noon to 1pm 

Proclaim youth group - next meeting is at 6.30pm on Mon 1 Dec at the Fitzherbert Community Hub (for ages 12-17)  

PRAY WITH US   

Morning Prayer at 9am:  Monday - Saturday 

Evening Prayer at 6pm:  Monday - Thursday  & 5pm on Saturday & Sunday   

LECTIO DIVINA  every Wed, 8-9 pm 

Join online here or see our website.   

Family of Faith -  This Saturday 29th November and then Saturday 13th December  

What is Family of Faith? Family of Faith is a parish group for families who wish to grow in their faith.   

Children and their parents will learn about the mass, how to pray, the liturgical calendar of the Church, and 

the teachings of the Catholic faith in the YouCat (youth catechism) for Kids, covering the entire catechism 

over a three-year cycle.  The programme is suitable for all families with children of primary-school age.   

Also suitable for families who are preparing for the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Communion & First Reconciliation, 

as well as those who have already received these sacraments and are preparing for Confirmation in the future.  
 

Meetings take place on Saturdays once a month at the Fitzherbert Community Hub, there is still availability at the 

11am  - 12:30pm session. Contact Julia for more details / to register. 

Messy Christmas!  St Josephs Church  12.45 - 2.15 pm Sunday 14 December 

Messy Church is a Christ-centred family event for our community to come together to eat, make friends,  

get creative in activities that don't involve a screen, and learn more about Jesus in a relaxed, messy  

environment. Invite your grandparents, friends & neighbours to "come & see"!           

Contact Julia at families.eastbrighton@abdiocese.org.uk for details on any of the above 

Baptism Course for parents of babies and toddlers is starting soon, with the first meeting at 12.15 pm on 23 November 

at St Joseph's church and at 12.15 pm on 30th November at St John the Baptist church 

C 

MASS TIMES 

Canon Kieron O’Brien  
kieron.obrien@abdiocese.org.uk 

The Presbytery & Parish Office: 2 Bristol Road, Brighton, BN2 1AP Tel 01273 087839  

Fr Aidan Murray 

amurray@worth.org.uk  

Fr Gabriel Dobson 

gdobson@worth.org.uk 

Parish Office  (Mon, Wed & Fri, 9:30 -13:00) 

Email: eastbrighton@abdiocese.org.uk   

Br Anthony Brockman 
abrockman@worth.org.uk  

Julia Wingfield - Families Ministry  
All enquiries about Baptism, First Holy Communion, Messy Church etc 
families.eastbrighton@abdiocese.org.uk 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Saturday 29th November  

St John the Baptist 6:00pm First Mass of Sunday People of the Parish 

Sunday 30th November  First Sunday of Advent 

St John the Baptist 11:00am Mass with Children’s Liturgy Baby Emma (From her grandfather—Fred) 

St Joseph’s 11:00am Mass with Children’s Liturgy Deceased Parents and Grandparents of Melvel  

St Joseph’s 5:30pm Mass Sheila Fotheringham RIP - 1st Anniversary (Sharon) 

Monday 1st December  

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass Thanksgiving 

Tuesday 2nd December  

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass  Nicholas Fenwick’s Intentions (C Payne & family) 

St Joseph’s 6:00pm Mass  John McEvoy RIP 

Wednesday 3rd December St Francis Xavier 

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass  Anna Roselli RIP (Foundation) 

St Joseph’s 6:00pm Mass Norah Gayson - Birthday (Graham Bowler) 

Thursday 4th December  

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass  Mary Kenny RIP 

St Joseph’s  6:00pm Mass Catriona Meghen-Halpin - Birthday (Graham Bowler) 

Friday 5th December  

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass  Garen Saria Intentions (Harpel) 

St Joseph’s 6:00pm Mass  Celebrant’s Intentions 

Saturday 6th December   

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass followed by Confessions Gaye & Mona Cockrill RIP 

St John the Baptist 10:00am Adoration for the Diocesan Plan 

St Joseph’s  11:00am - 11:45am Confessions  

St John the Baptist 6:00pm First Mass of Sunday Garen Saria Intentions (Harpel) 

Sunday 7th December Second Sunday of Advent 

St John the Baptist 11:00am Mass with Children’s Liturgy Garen Saria Intentions (Harpel) 

St Joseph’s 11:00am Mass with Children’s Liturgy Lee Wright RIP (Miriam) 

St Joseph’s 5:30pm Mass People of the Parish  

Please pray for the sick of our parish:   

Moira Hall, Agnes Manyingwa, Jean Small, Yenna VanHannover, Ann Callaghan, Tommy Maher, Claire Ashenden, Mary Howes 

Ewa Knebloch-Kozlowska,  Barbara Garlington, Mary Howes,  Phil McGrandles, Gordon Murray, Ian Tinlin, Marie Clare,  

Sue Bonner, Maria Rigby, Chris  Pedroza, Shannon Grewal, Janet Alan, Jayveer Grewal, Anthony Price, Pete Weston, Gerald Grace,  

Michael Warner, José Luis Cabanas, Laurie Garlington, Helen Symmons, Anthony Warner, Maureen Croake,  Ann Peyton,   

and Ian Brockwell. And all parishioners who need our prayers.  
 

Those who have died recently especially Lee Wright and those whose anniversaries occur around this time.   

To be added to the sick list contact the Parish Office.  Please contact Fr Kieron if you are going into hospital. 

The greatest gift you can give a loved one - living or deceased - is the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass. 
To request a Mass, please complete a Mass Intention envelope (available in church) or contact the Parish Office. 

Donations may be made in cash or cheque (red letter box in the Sacristy), via the Dona machine (“Mass Intentions”), or by bank 

transfer (details from the Parish Office). If you need a specific date, please book early. 

Foundation Masses A Foundation Mass is a memorial Mass established with the Diocese and offered annually for 25 years for a 

particular intention. For more information about Foundation Masses, please contact the Parish Office. 
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