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Second Sunday of Christmas (A) 4™ January 2026

WELCOME

Welcome to St Joseph's and St John the Baptist! We are a vibrant and welcoming
Catholic community in Brighton, with a vision to form disciples of Jesus Christ,
to love others, and to serve our city.

Everyone is welcome, and there are many ways you can get involved!

See our website www.eastbrightoncatholic.org.uk for more opportunities.

Message from Fr Peter Williams OSB

As | sit here writing this Welcome message | have been here 3 days and
everything feels very new - as well as the new year we find ourselves

in - what a good time to arrive in a new parish. Although | was here
briefly for 6 months at St Joseph’s 6 years ago just before and into covid
and lockdown some of you might remember.

Although we are now in the New Year we are still very much in Christmastide with the feast of
the Epiphany to look forward to on Tuesday of next week. This year what has struck me about
the celebrations I've attended at here and at Worth is the incredible significance of the crib.
The crib really tells us all we need to know about the incarnation and it's meaning for us.

In the crib we have a powerful visual message about how a transcendent God comes into
ordinariness and worldliness, transforming it with hope and real meaning. This was true at
the first coming but its power echoes through the ages and is fully present in our own time.
All the very ordinary human things we experience - both in the suffering and joy they

bring are charged with Christ's presence - nothing is wasted or surplus to requirements. This
is a wonderful meditation to reflect on and enjoy as you look at the crib, whether in Church or
in your own home. The invitation is to be like Mary as we heard on the solemnity of

the Mother of God - who treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart. As we
look forward to the new year and all the blessings and challenges that it undoubtably hold let
us be fortified by the words of scripture and the message of the incarnation so that we can be
true witnesses to the truths of the Gospel message.

Fr Kieron, Fr Aidan, Fr Gabriel and Br Anthony would like to thank all parishioners who
# sent cards and gifts, and everyone who contributed to the Christmas Collection.
The collection from all the Christmas Masses forms your personal gift to the priests of

the parish. As our priests do not receive a salary, they rely entirely on the generosity of parishioners for their
personal income, and they are deeply grateful for your kindness and support.

We would also like to thank all those who gave their time and energy to prepare our churches for Christmas, and
those who serve so generously throughout the year. A great deal of work happens behind the scenes, and we are
truly grateful to everyone who contributes in so many ways. If you would like to get involved in any of our parish
teams, please speak to AnnMarie in the Parish Office.

If you would still like to make a donation, you can do so online or by bank transfer. Please include “Christmas” or
“Priests” in the payment reference.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our parish and our priests.

Monk Talks

Tuesday 20th January - “One Body - One Spirit” an ecumenical journey with Fr Aidan
All are warmly invited to attend this enriching evening of reflection and dialogue.
6pm Evening Prayer | 6:30pm simple supper | 7pm Talk

Ecumenical Vespers
Sunday 25th January at 4pm at St John the Baptist in the week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Saturday Sanctuary
Saturday 7th February from 10:45am - 12:45pm
Take time out to reflect and pray with the Monks.

Our New Parish Hub—Redevelopment of St Josephs Hall.

? » Work will be continuing into the New Year, and we're really looking forward to the

[ | next stages of this exciting project. The Hub is being created as a welcoming, flexible
space for our parish and wider community - a place for connection, activities,
support and hospitality for people of all ages.

4 Asthe work progresses, we'll continue to share updates and look forward to
opening the doors in 2027. Thank you for your patience, encouragement and ongoing support as we bring this
new community space to life.

Parish Foodbank - Donations Needed - Thank you for your support!

The foodbank is open Mondays, 10:30-11:30am at the SJB presbytery (front office). Please bring donations to
Sunday Mass: Eggs, fresh fruit & veg, tins, dry goods, strong bags. Please remember! We can't store refrigerated
food—please don’t bring anything that needs a fridge! To donate to the Foodbank Fund, click here.

Supporting Voices in Exile this Winter

Voices in Exile have launched a new crowdfunding appeal to raise £1,200 to support individuals and families using
the food bank this winter. The funds raised will provide hot meal vouchers at the Real Junk Food Project café,
offering warmth, nourishment, and dignity during the colder months. If you are able to support this appeal or share
it with others, please visit: crowdfunder.co.uk/p/hot-meals-and-support-for-refugees

Thank you for helping bring comfort and practical support to our community this winter.



https://donate.mydona.com/east-brighton-parish
https://donate.mydona.com/east-brighton-parish

YOUNG ADULTS/STUDENTS

Deep Waters is taking a break over Christmas, returning 11th January for Sunday lunch,

and 14th January for our Wednesday night session.

We have a vibrant Student/Young Adults group in the parish called Deep Waters that gets together

on Wednesday evenings 6:45pm next door in the basement of 6 Wellington Road. We share a meal, listen to a
talk, have a time of prayer and then a social with drinks. On Sundays after the 11am Mass we also share lunch,
and have some input, usually a personal faith story. This also takes place in 6 Wellington Rd. If you come to the
back of church after Mass someone will find you and show you where to come!

For more info you can join our WhatsApp chat - for details email Claire on claireosullivan@brighton.ac.uk.

Or follow our Instagram @brightonsussexcatholic. We look forward to meeting you!

GROUPS / MEETINGS

Mothers Prayers We are a group of mothers meeting on Monday's at 5pm on zoom. For info contact the parish office.

Tuesday Evenings Join us online at 7:30 on https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84005968178
Praise and Worship Group TUESDAY evenings, 7-8pm. 6 Wellington Rd- all welcome! Contact 07833 614205

Wednesday Evening Perpetual Novena and Divine Mercy Chaplet Every Wednesday at 4:00pm at S)B Church
(if Church is closed - please ring the doorbell to the Presbytery)

Thursday Morning Group meets on the 2" and the last Thursdays of each month at 10:15 - in person in the parish
meeting room at St Joseph's, and also accessible online.

Padre Pio Group Join us at 6:30pm, Thursday evenings at St Joseph'’s for Rosary & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
Catenians - a monthly meeting of Catholic men at The Hove Club. For more info see https://cateniansprovince18.org.uk

PRAY WITH US

M @ N KS Morning Prayer at 9am: Monday - Saturday

Evening Prayer at 6pm: Monday - Thursday & 5pm on Saturday & Sunda
IN THE CITY "ennefrayeratee ! v v & sunday

Midday Stillness from Friday 9th January.
Drop in between 12 Noon and 1 pm for a time of music, prayer and reflection with a monk - stay as long as you like.

Lectio Divina every Wednesday 8-9 pm Join online here or see our website.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

|_/ Sunday 11th January is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.

é On this day we celebrate the newest members of our church communities and invite all those who
\ have been baptised over the past year to join us for mass at 11 am in both St Joseph's church and
St John the Baptist church. There will be a gathering for coffee, tea and cake afterwards.

Family of Faith - Saturday 31st January

What is Family of Faith? Family of Faith is a parish group for families who wish to grow in their faith.
Children and their parents will learn about the mass, how to pray, the liturgical calendar of the Church, and
the teachings of the Catholic faith in the YouCat (youth catechism) for Kids, covering the entire catechism
over a three-year cycle. The programme is suitable for all families with children of primary-school age.

Also suitable for families who are preparing for the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Communion & First Reconciliation,
as well as those who have already received these sacraments and are preparing for Confirmation in the future.

Meetings take place on Saturdays once a month at the Fitzherbert Community Hub, there is still availability at the
11am - 12:30pm session. Contact Julia for more details / to register.

Proclaim! Monday 12 January from 6:30-9pm at the FCH
Proclaim is a youth group for young people in Years 7-13 in which we build friendships, play
games, and create a space for discussion about faith.

Contact Julia at families.eastbrighton@abdiocese.org.uk for details on any of the above -

CONTACT DETAILS

The Presbytery & Parish Office: 2 Bristol Road, Brighton, BN2 1AP Tel 01273 087839

Canon Kieron O'Brien Fr Aidan Murray Fr Peter Williams Fr Patrick Fludder OSB
kieron.obrien@abdiocese.org.uk amurray@worth.org.uk

Julia Wingdfield - Families Ministry Parish Office (Mon, Wed & Fri, 9:30 -13:00)
All enquiries about Baptism, First Holy Communion, Messy Church etc Email: eastbrighton@abdiocese.org.uk

families.eastbrighton@abdiocese.org.uk

MASS TIMES

Saturday 3rd January

St John the Baptist 6:00pm First Mass of Sunday I McCann Family - living and deceased
Sunday 4th January Second Sunday of Christmas

St John the Baptist 11:00am Mass Sr Claire’s Intentions

St Joseph's 11:00am Mass Alison Childs - intentions (lan Tinlin)
StJoseph's 5:30pm Mass Chris & Dave Payne - Intentions
Monday 5th January

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass EB Phillipps RIP (Foundation)
Tuesday 6th January The Epiphany of the Lord

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass Elizabeth Noon

St Joseph's 6:00pm Mass Sebastian Cyriac RIP (Bril Sebastian)
Wednesday 7th January

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass Charles Morgan RIP (Foundation)
StJoseph's 11:00am Requiem Mass Lucia O'Brien RIP

St Joseph's 6:00pm Mass Geraghty Family Intentions
Thursday 8th January

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass Eileen

St John the Baptist 11:00am Requiem Mass Eilish McGinley RIP

St Joseph's 6:00pm Mass Holy Souls

Friday 9th January

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass Helen Potts RIP (Foundation)
StJoseph's 6:00pm Mass T) & Christine Connell—Intentions
Saturday 10th January

St John the Baptist 9:30am Mass followed by Confessions ‘Tom & Susan Curran - intentions
St John the Baptist 10:00am Adoration for the Diocesan Plan

StJoseph's 11:00am - 11:45am Confessions

St John the Baptist 6:00pm First Mass of Sunday ‘ Simon & Jackie Keane

Sunday 11th January The Baptism of the Lord

St John the Baptist 11:00am Mass Theresa McLoughlan (Nancy)

St Joseph's 11:00am Mass with Children’s Liturgy |Johnny & Danny Glasheen RIP (Miriam)
St Joseph's 5:30pm Mass People of the Parish

Please pray for the sick of our parish:

Moira Hall, Agnes Manyingwa, Jean Small, Yenna VanHannover, Ann Callaghan, Tommy Maher, Claire Ashenden, Mary Howes
Ewa Knebloch-Kozlowska, Barbara Garlington, Mary Howes, Phil McGrandles, Gordon Murray, lan Tinlin, Marie Clare,
Sue Bonner, Maria Rigby, Shannon Grewal, Janet Alan, Jayveer Grewal, Anthony Price, Pete Weston, Gerald Grace,
Michael Warner, José Luis Cabanas, Laurie Garlington, Helen Symmons, Anthony Warner, Maureen Croake, Ann Peyton,

lan Brockwell and Roger Paine. And all parishioners who need our prayers.

Those who have died recently especially Naomi Friend, and those whose anniversaries occur around this time.
To be added to the sick list contact the Parish Office. Please contact Fr Kieron if you are going into hospital.
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